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Kika de la Garza
94-524
Washington, D C
RURAL DEVELOPMENT and rural housing were the subjects recently of joint oversight
hearings by two House Agriculture Subcommittees, that on Conservation and Credit (of
which I am a member) and one --on Rural Development.
Oversight hearings of this kind are an important function of Congress.
They represent a move by the elected representatives to reassert their authority to
oversee the Federal bureaucracy, which has been getting out of hand. Too many bureau-
crats have a tendency to go off in all directions, issuing regulations left and right
without fully considering their ultimate effect on the people they are supposed to serve.
Oversight hearings by congressional committees remind them of their basic responsibility.
In our hearings, an Assistant Secretary of Agriculture explained his
concept of rural development and told how the Department is carrying out provisions of
the Rural Development Act of 1972. He pointed out correctly that rural development does
not consist solely of the programs of the Department of Agriculture -- or of all Federal
programs, for that matter. "Rather," he said, "it is the total of all public and private
investments of money and time and energy that combine to bring prosperity and better liv-
ing to America's countryside." He also expressed a desire to keep a two-way channel of
communication operating between Congress and the Department. That is vitally necessary.
Rural h0using credit administered by Farmers Home Administration, so
important to our area, was discussed at the hearings by the FmHA Administrator. He
reported that the agency's current programs assist about 110,000 individual homes and
25,000 rental housing units a year.
A critical need being met through FmHA housing loan programs, the
Administrator said, is the reduction in substandard housing in rural areas. He cited as
another ''major accomplishment" the stimulation of local economy through building and
furnishing modernized homes. He said the loan programs are directed especially to the
need of families of modest means and the needs of elderly people who need rental housing.
Regulations regarding the guaranteed rural housing program authorized by
the Rural Development Act were published in the FEDERAL REGISTER a year ago for public
comment. Numerous comments were received, our oversight committee was told. One con-
cerned the fact that the interest rate is fixed by law. Some private lenders would· prefer
to be able to set the interest rate between themselves and applicants. FmHA plans to
publish. the regulations for the program in the next several weeks.
* * *
WATER LEVELS at the International Falcon and Amistad Reservoirs are being regulated by
the U S and Mexico, through the International Boundary and Water Commission, to promote
fish spawning. The spawning season dates are being coordinated with the Texas Water
Rights Commission and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.
Falcon Reservoir, so far as practical, will be held near a constant level
for the first two weeks of March by making releases from Amistad equal to releases and
losses from Falcon. The control will not interfere with releases of water for downstream
irrigation and domestic uses. Similarly, for the fish spawning season at Amistad re-
leases will be regulated to maintain a near-constant water level during the period
March 15-31.
While this action is of outstanding environmental importance, it also has
an economic offshoot. Excellent recreational facilities and supplies mean more people
utilizing them. This results in increased employment, creation of new jobs, additional
work as people come to this area from allover the United States to enjoy the age old
sport of fishing.
* * *
TEXAS DAY in the District of Columbia "Salute to the States" program has been set for
May 27 by the District's Bicentennial Office. The original thirteen colonies were
honored with observances last year and each of the remaining States will have its own
day in 1976. The four U S Territories also will be saluted this year.
Each program is designed to highlight the historical and cultural contri-
butions of the honored State. The "Salute to the States" series is sponsored by the
D C Bicentennial Office and the National Park Service with the cooperation of State
Bicentennial organizations, State societies, alumni associations and other interested
groups.
* * *
FARM RESEARCH activities would be strengthened by a bill which I and a number of other
members of the House Agriculture Committee have introduced. The bill's purpose is to
e<pand agricultural research with a view to increasing the Nation's food and fiber pro-
duction and improving the nutritional quality of food. This provides the most for the
least with more employment at the same time •.
The measure establishes a 15 member National Agricultural Research Com-
mittee to review programs and goals of farm research agencies and develop national
policies in the field. The group's membership would represent Federal, State and private
research institutions, government agencies concerned with agriculture and farm organiza-
tions. The Agriculture Committee has already held hearings on the bill.
* * *
TIA LUISA was honored last week when a couple hundredfd£~ and relatives gathered to pay
this great lady well deserved homage on her 96th birthday. Still full of pep and vigor,
in tune with current events, Dona Luisa Champion Personius (Tia Luisa) accepted the honors
with her usual grace. In a This Is Your Life presentation those gathered were reminded again
of the history she has spanned, of the war and peace she has experienced -- and of the
social, economic and religious contributions her family has made to our area.
Tia Luisa is a descendant of five Solis sisters who married five Champions
from Austria. Their contributions have spanned more than half the nation's bicentennial
period -- a record in anyone's history book. I am proud to be part of this clan through
my Mother's side of the family.
* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME: Visiting my office from home this week were Mr Luciano Rodriguez and
Mr Oscar Cervantes of Donna; Mr R E Bedgood of Alice and his son Robert Paul Bedgood;
Mr Robert Cabrera, formerly of Alic~ now living in Washington D C; Mrs Clementine Cantu and
Mr Lucas Hinojosa of Edinburg; Mr M T Tichenor of Harlingen; Dr Robert D Brown, Dr Terry
McLendon and Mr Manuel Salinas Jr, all of Kingsville; Mr Homer Salinas of Mercedes;~'Mr
Larry Romero, formerly of Harlingen, now living in Montrose, Colorado.
* * *
